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which intimately concern it. The strength of this system in the
past, and its weakness in the present, is that it is based upon a
theocratic conception of life : upon the ordinary man's regarding
his membership of a particular religious community as the most
important fact about himself, and his willingness to accept the
rulings of the spiritual authorities over a wide range of matters.
For good or ill, this conception seems to be passing away in the
East as in the West. Many are indifferent or even hostile to
religion; many of those who still cling to religious beliefs are
impatient of ecclesiastical authority.

Moreover, the modern States which are arising in the Arab
world cannot be indiiferent to as wide a range of matters as was
the Ottoman State. They rest upon the assumption of the
existence of, or the possibility of creating, a sense of common
nationhood, of collective responsibility, among as many as possible
of their citizens. This necessitates, for example, that the educa-
tion of the minorities, even if it is carried on in their special
language and their own schools, should include instruction in
the language of the majority and should not be fundamentally
different in spirit from that of the majority: also that inter-
marriage should be made possible, if not encouraged; and, more
generally, that men should place their loyalty to the State above
loyalty to their sect and their spiritual leaders. All these and
other such matters involve a degree of control and interference
by the Government which cuts at the root of the miUet
system.

Although the millet system, as traditionally conceived, cannot
be rawed, there are certain relics and adaptations of it which
have still a useful part to play. The existing system of personal
status tribunals is indispensable, although it needs to be supple-
mented by civil jurisdiction for those who do not wish to have
their affairs regulated by religious laws, and by adequate provision
for those who wish to leave their community and join a new one.
It might also be profitable to give the existing organized com-
munities the widest possible degree of cultural autonomy.

The C&pts

Tbere k BO machinery by which the position of the Copts can
be guaranteed. The twreytiately important task is to prevent
tbe OBwa of Copts and Moslems in the nationalist movement
being broken. It is perfaaps not possible to* preserve the